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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a 
national application published under section 122(b) only if the 
international application designating the United States was published under 
Article 21(2) (a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that 
a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of 
this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

2. Claims 1-8, 10-19 and 21-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, § 
102(e) as being anticipated by Haaramo et al, U.S. Patent No. 
6,757,531 (hereinafter Haaramo). 

Regarding claim 1, Haaramo discloses a system for providing 
flexible message-based communications over a centralized 
messaging infrastructure, comprising: 

a controller to process a plurality of symmetric digital 



voice messages; and 
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a voice message server to centrally transact one or more 
voice message sessions over a digital data network (see GPRS 
network from column 4), comprising: 

a message queue to transiently store each such digital 
voice message; and 

a queue manager to logically interconnect a plurality 
of devices (see units 7, 8, 9 and 10 from Figure 1) by 
routing each transiently stored digital voice message 
between the interconnected devices (see When the message 
reaches the server, it broadcasts the message to each 
member of the group from column 12) . 



Regarding claim 2, see Figure 4, 

Regarding claim 3, see Figure 4. 

Regarding claim 4, see Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 5, see Figure 4. 

Regarding claim 6, see Figure 11A. 

Regarding claim 7, see Figure 3. 

Regarding claim 8, see Figure 3. 



Regarding claim 10, see Figure 3. 
Regarding claim 11, see column 4. 
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Regarding claim 12, Haaramo discloses a method for 
providing flexible message-based communications over a 
centralized messaging infrastructure, comprising: 

processing a plurality of symmetric digital voice messages; 

and 

centrally transacting one or more voice message sessions 
over a digital data network (see GPRS network from column 4), 
comprising: 

transiently storing each such digital voice message; 

and 

logically interconnecting a plurality of devices (see 
units 7, 8, 9 and 10 from Figure 1) by routing each 
transiently stored digital voice message between the 
interconnected devices (see When the message reaches the 
server, it broadcasts the message to each member of the 
group from column 12) . 

Regarding claim 13, see Figure 4. 

Regarding claim 14, see Figure 4. 

Regarding claim 15, see Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 16, see Figure 4. 

Regarding claim 17, see Figure 11A. 

Regarding claim 18, see Figure 3. 
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Regarding claim 19, see Figure 3. 
Regarding claim 21, see Figure 3. 
Regarding claim 22, see column 4. 
Regarding claim 23, see Figure 1. 

Regarding claim 24, Haaramo discloses an apparatus for 
providing flexible message-based communications over a 
centralized messaging infrastructure, comprising: 

means for processing a plurality of symmetric digital voice 
messages; and 

means for centrally transacting one or more voice message 
sessions over a digital data network (see GPRS network from 
column 4), comprising: 

means for transiently storing each such digital voice 

message; and 

means for logically interconnecting a plurality of 
devices (see units 7, 8, 9 and 10 from Figure 1) by means 
for routing each transiently stored digital voice message 
between the interconnected devices (see When the message 
reaches the server, it broadcasts the message to each 
member of the group from column 12) . 
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Regarding claim 25, Haaramo discloses a system for 
providing flexible message-based communications with personal 
communication devices over a centralized messaging 
infrastructure comprising: 

a plurality of personal communication devices (see units 7 , 
8, 9 and 10 from Figure 1) to originate digital voice messages 
comprising digitized voice; 

a voice message server to communicatively interface to the 
one or more personal communication devices over a digital data 
network (see GPRS network from column 4); and 

a queue manager to centrally process the digital voice 
messages, comprising : 

a receiver to receive each digital voice message from 

at least one such personal communication device (see The 

terminal records a voice message and sends it to the server 

from column 12) ; 

a message queue to transiently store the digital voice 

message; and 

a sender to send the digital voice message to at least 
one such personal communication device identified in the 
digital voice message (see When the message reaches the 
server, it broadcasts the message to each member of the 
group from column 12) . 
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Regarding claim 26, see Figure 4. 
Regarding claim 27, see Figure 1. 
Regarding claim 28, see column 4. 
Regarding claim 29, see Figure 3. 

Regarding claim 30, Haaramo discloses a method for 
providing flexible message-based communications with personal 
communication devices over a centralized messaging 
infrastructure, comprising : 

originating digital voice messages comprising digitized 
voice through a plurality of personal communication devices (see 
units 7, 8, 9 and 10 from Figure 1) ; 

communicatively interfacing the one or more personal 
communication devices over a digital data network (see GPRS 
network from column 4); and 

centrally processing the digital voice messages, 
comprising: 

receiving each digital voice message from at least one 
such personal communication device (see The terminal 
records a voice message and sends it to the server from 
column 12 ) ; 

transiently storing the digital voice message; and 
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sending the digital voice message to at least one such 
personal communication device identified in the digital 
voice message (see When the message reaches the server, it 
broadcasts the message to each member of the group from 
column 12) . 

Regarding claim 31, see Figure 4, 
Regarding claim 32, see Figure 1. 
Regarding claim 33, see column 4. 
Regarding claim 34, see Figure 11A. 
Regarding claim 35, see Figure 1. 

Regarding claim 36, Haaramo discloses an apparatus for 
providing flexible message-based communications with personal 
communication devices over a centralized messaging 
infrastructure, comprising: 

means for originating digital voice messages comprising 
digitized voice through a plurality of personal communication 
devices (see units 7, 8, 9 and 10 from Figure 1); 

means for communicatively interfacing the one or more 
personal communication devices over a digital data network (see 
GPRS network from column 4); and 
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means for centrally processing the digital voice messages, 
comprising: 

means for receiving each digital voice message from at 
least one such personal communication device (see The 
terminal records a voice message and sends it to the server 
from column 12 ) ; 

means for transiently storing the digital voice 
message; and 

means for sending the digital voice message to at 
least one such personal communication device identified in 
the digital voice message (see When the message reaches the 
server, it broadcasts the message to each member of the 
group from column 12) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 9 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Haaramo in view of Applicant's Admitted 
Prior Art. 

As per claim 9, Haaramo fails to teach a speech recognition 
component to transcribe the digital voice messages using a proxy 
voice server interfaced to the device over a voice network. At 
any rate, Applicant admits that this feature is old and well 
known in the art (see line 1 of page 11) . And so, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to. modify Haaramo with a speech recognition 
component to transcribe the digital voice messages using a proxy 
voice server interfaced to the device over a voice network as 
admitted by Applicant. This modification would have improved the 
system's convenience by providing a terminal that is easy to use 
and cheap to produce as suggested by Haaramo (see column 2) . 

Claim 20 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 9. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant argues that Haaramo fails to teach a message 
queue to transiently store each digital voice message. The 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. Because Haaramo teaches 
transmitting the recorded message to a server and further 
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transmitting the message to each terminal from the server (from 
column 3, see lines 25 through 30), Haarmo teaches transiently 
store each digital voice message. More specifically, because the 
recorded messages of Haaramo pass through the communication 
server (see Figure 6) , Haarmo teaches a message queue to 
transiently store each digital voice message. 

Applicant also incorrectly argues that Haaramo fails to 
teach an authentication component to process an operation by at 
least one such device selected from the group comprising at 
least .one of a sign-in and a sign-out. Because Haaramo discloses 
calling to the server, informing the group members to the 
server, updating the server and activating the group (see steps 
274 through 282 from Figure 4), Haaramo discloses the claimed 
sign-out. As per the claimed sign-out, Haaramo teaches that when 
somebody leaves the group, the server is contacted by the 
terminal and the register is updated regarding the group (see 
column 13) . 

Applicant further contends that Haaramo fails to teach 
centrally processing the digital voice message. The Examiner 
cannot agree due to the fact that the communication server of 
Haaramo (see Figure 6) is central to each of the terminals. 

Applicant also alleges that Haaramo ! s method of 
broadcasting messages to each member of a group when a message 
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reaches the server is the antithesis of store-and- forward 
processing. Contrary to Applicant's allegations, because the 
recorded messages of Haaramo pass through the server, Haaramo 
teaches, the recorded messages are transiently stored and 
forwarded by the server. In fact, Haaramo unambiguously states 
that the server includes store and forward capabilities (see 
lines 45 through 50 of column 5) . 

Citation of Pertinent Art 

6. In evaluating the allowability of the pending independent 
claims, one must consider Ross et al, U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. 2002/0039895 (hereinafter Ross) . l Just like 
Haaramo, Ross discloses: 

A system for providing flexible message-based 
communications over a centralized messaging infrastructure, 
comprising: 

a controller to process a plurality of symmetric digital 
voice messages (see digitized voice from abstract) ; and 

a voice message server (see server (312) from abstract) to 
centrally transact one or more voice message sessions over a 



1 Although Applicant distinguished Ross from the instant invention (see page 3 
of the specification), the Examiner submits that none of the independent 
claims contain the noted differences. 
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digital data network (see Internet, or an Intranet or Extranet 

from abstract), comprising: 

a message queue to transiently store (see placing 
(210) a streaming voice data message on the server from 
paragraph 0017) each such digital voice message; and 

a queue manager to logically interconnect a plurality 
of devices by routing (see sending (212) the placed data 
from paragraph 0017) each transiently stored digital voice 
message between the interconnected devices (see wireless 
telephones at the other Internet, Intranet, or Extranet 
addresses from paragraph 0017) . 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a) . Applicant 
is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Olisa 
Anwah whose telephone number is 571-272-7533. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8.30 AM to 6 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Fan Tsang can be 
reached on 571-272-7547. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are 571-273-8300 for regular communications and 571-273-8300 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 





Olisa Anwah 
Patent Examiner 
May 22, 2008 



